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COMMON NAME

Russian olive
Oleaster

FULL SCIENTIFIC NAME

Elaeagnus angustifolia L.

FAMILY NAME COMMON

Oleaster family

FAMILY SCIENTIFIC NAME

Elaeagnaceae

IMAGES

 
Leaves and flowers

 
Close-up of flowers

NOMENCLATURE/SYNONYMS

Synonyms: None
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DESCRIPTION

Botanical Glossary

Elaeagnus angustifolia is a shrub or small tree that can grow to 10
m (35 ft.) tall. The young branches are silvery while the older
branches are brown. They are occasionally thorny and covered with
scales. The leaves are simple, alternate and lanceolate to
oblong-lanceolate. They are 3-10 cm (1-4 in.) long and have silver
scales on both sides.

The fragrant flowers are 1.2-1.5 cm (0.5 in.) wide, silvery outside
and yellow within. There are 1-3 flowers within the leaf axils. They
appear in May to June. The fruit are 1 cm (0.4 in.) long, are yellow
and almost completely covered by densely silver scales. The fruit
contain one large seed that can be up to 1 cm (0.4 in.) long within.

Page References Bailey 717, Fernald 1045, Gleason & Cronquist
307, Holmgren 288, Magee & Ahles 757. See reference section
below for full citations.

SIMILAR SPECIES

Elaeagnus umbellata Thunb. (Autumn olive)

Character Elaeagnus 
angustifolia

Elaeagnus 
umbellata

Leaf shape Linear, narrow Elliptical

Leaf "color"

Upper surface: 
sparsely silver
Lower surface: 
densely silver

Upper surface: 
rarely silver
Lower surface: 
sparsely silver 
and brown 
scales

Flower corolla 
lobe color

Yellow
Cream to pale 
yellow

Berry shape Elliptic Round

Berry size
1 cm (0.4 in.) 
or more

Smaller than 1 
cm (0.4 in.)

Berry color
Silver scales 
covering 
yellowish fruits

Red or 
occasionally 
orange with 
scattered, 
peltate scales

Berry 
consistency

Dry Juicy

Seed Size
Large, 1 cm 
(0.4 in.)

Small, 0.5 cm 
(0.2 in.)

REPRODUCTIVE/DISPERSAL MECHANISMS
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The fruit of Elaeagnus angustifolia is dispersed mostly by birds as
well as small mammals.

DISTRIBUTION

Elaeagnus angustifolia has a wide native range in Asia. It has been
reported in most states because of its widespread planting.
However, in the western part of the United States it is considered a
major pest species, having escaped cultivation in 17 states. This
plant has been reported from all the states of New England.

HISTORY OF INTRODUCTION IN NEW ENGLAND

Elaeagnus angustifolia was first introduced into the United States in
the late 1800's. It was planted widely in western states in the early
1900's as a windbreak and for wildlife food and shelter. In the west,
it was reported as escaping from cultivation in the 1940's to 1960's.
Elaeagnus angustifolia was introduced into New England through
plantings along roadsides and in garden settings.

HABITATS IN NEW ENGLAND

Abandoned Field
Abandoned Gravel Pit
Early Successional Forest
Edge
Open Disturbed Area
Pasture
Planted Forest
Railroad Right-of-Way
Roadside
Utility Right-of-Way
Vacant Lot
Yard or Garden

Elaeagnus angustifolia is found planted along roads, in pastures,
fields and along rivers. It can tolerate moist to dry conditions, as
well as most soil types.

THREATS

Although Elaeagnus angustifolia is not considered to be invasive in
New England at this time, in the western part of the United States it
is considered invasive as well as a noxious weed in some states. It
grows especially well in riparian situations and has been
documented as out-competing the native plains cottonwood
(Populus deltoides). It has been planted along roads and highways
in New England because of its drought and salt tolerance.
Nitrogen-fixing nodules allow this plant to survive in adverse
conditions. Autumn olive (Elaeagnus umbellata), its invasive
relative, has a similar biology and is already widely invasive in New
England.
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MANAGEMENT LINKS

Plant Conservation Alliance
Fact sheet including management information

Illinois Nature Preserves Commission
Control information for Elaeagnus umbellata, which has similar
control measures

The Nature Conservancy

Connecticut Invasive Plant Working Group (CIPWG)
Control information for Elaeagnus umbellata, which has similar
control measures

DOCUMENTATION NEEDS

Documentation required: Herbarium specimen or mounted snippet
of a branch with flowers or fruits.
Best time for documentation: Spring, summer, fall.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Integrated Taxonomic Information System
Taxonomic information about the species

The PLANTS Database 
General information and map

University of Connecticut Plant Database
Photographs and general information

USDA Forest Service Fire Effects Information System (FEIS)
Extensive ecological information about the species

National Park Service
Fact sheet that includes general information, images and control.

Virginia Native Plant Society, Virginia department of Cosnervation
and Recreation
General information including control

The Nature Conservancy
Extensive descriptive and control information

Samuel Roberts Noble Foundation
Photographs and general information

Invasivespecies.gov
Additional links
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