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Common periwinkle, Vinca minor L. VIMI2 
bigleaf periwinkle, V. major L. VIMA

Plant.  Evergreen to sem�evergreen v�nes, somewhat woody, tra�l�ng or scrambl�ng  
to 3 feet (1 m) long and upr�ght to 1 foot (30 cm).  V�olet p�nwheel-shaped flowers.

Stem.  Slender (common per�w�nkle) to stout (b�gleaf per�w�nkle), succulent becom- 
�ng somewhat woody (tough to break) w�th flower�ng branches erect and jo�nted at  
ax�ls.  Ha�rless and smooth.  Dark green at base to l�ght green upward w�th a redd�sh 
t�nge.

Leaves.  Oppos�te.  Glossy and ha�rless, somewhat th�ck, w�th marg�ns sl�ghtly rolled 
under.  Common per�w�nkle narrow ell�pt�c, 0.8 to 1.8 �nches (2 to 4.5 cm) long and 
0.4 to 1 �nch (1 to 2.5 cm) w�de, w�th pet�oles 0.1 �nch (1 to 3 mm) long.  B�gleaf 
per�w�nkle heart-shaped to somewhat tr�angular to ell�pt�c, 1.5 to 2.5 �nches (4 to  
6 cm) long and 1 to 1.5 �nches (2.5 to 4 cm) w�de, w�th pet�oles 0.2 to 0.4 �nch (5 to 
10 mm) long.  Blades dark green w�th wh�t�sh lateral and m�dve�ns above and l�ghter 
green w�th wh�t�sh m�dve�ns beneath.  Some var�et�es var�egated.

Flowers.  Apr�l to May (sporad�cally May to September).  Ax�llary, usually sol�tary.  
V�olet to blue lavender (to wh�te), w�th five petals rad�at�ng p�nwheel-l�ke at r�ght  
angles from the floral tube.  Common per�w�nkle 1 �nch (2.5 cm) w�de w�th a 0.3- to 
0.5-�nch (8- to 12-mm) long tube.  B�gleaf per�w�nkle 1.5 to 2 �nches (4 to 5 cm) w�de 
w�th a 0.6- to 0.8-�nch (1.5- to 2-cm) long tube.  F�ve sepals long lanceolate, about  
0.4 �nch (1 cm), ha�ry marg�ned.  

Fruit and seeds.  May to July.  Slender, cyl�ndr�cal fru�t to 2 �nches (5 cm) long.   
Becom�ng dry and spl�tt�ng to release three to five seeds.

Ecology.  Found around old homes�te plant�ngs and scattered �n open to dense 
canop�ed forests.  Form mats and extens�ve �nfestat�ons even under forest canop�es 
by v�nes root�ng at nodes, w�th v�ab�l�ty of seeds yet to be reported.

resemble partr�dgeberry, Mitchella repens L., wh�ch has cordate leaves, wh�te tw�n  
flowers, and red berr�es.  Also, may resemble yellow jasm�ne, Gelsemium  
sempervirens (L.) St. H�l., wh�ch has w�der spaced leaves and redd�sh stems, often 
wh�te waxy.

History and use.  Introduced from Europe �n 1700s.  Ornamental ground cover,  
commonly sold and planted by gardeners.

Vincas, Periwinkles 3211

States with suspected 
infestations are  
shown in gray.
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