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Ailanthus altissima (P. M�ll.) Sw�ngle AIAL
Synonyms: a�lanthus, Ch�nese sumac, st�nk�ng sumac, parad�se-tree, copal-tree

Plant.  Dec�duous tree to 80 feet (25 m) �n he�ght and 6 feet (1.8 m) �n d�ameter, w�th 
long p�nnately compound leaves and c�rcular glands under lobes on leaflet bases.  
Strong odor from flowers and other parts, somet�mes l�kened to peanuts or cashews.

Stem.  Tw�gs stout, chestnut brown to redd�sh tan, and smooth-to-velvety w�th l�ght 
dots (lent�cels) and heart-shaped leaf scars.  Buds finely ha�ry, dome-shaped, and 
part�ally h�dden by the leaf base.  Branches l�ght gray to dark gray, smooth and  
glossy, w�th ra�sed dots becom�ng fissures w�th age.  Bark l�ght gray and rough w�th 
areas of l�ght-tan fissures.

Leaves.  Alternate, odd- or even-p�nnately compound, 10 to 41 leaflets on 1- to  
3-foot (30 to 90 cm) l�ght-green to redd�sh-green stalks w�th swollen bases.  Leaflets 
lanceolate and asymmetr�c and not always d�rectly oppos�te, each 2 to 7 �nches (5 to 
18 cm) long and 1 to 2 �nches (2.5 to 5 cm) w�de.  Long taper�ng t�ps and lobed bases 
w�th one or more glands beneath each lobe (round dots).  Marg�ns ent�re.  Dark 
green w�th l�ght-green ve�ns above and wh�t�sh green beneath.  Pet�oles 0.2 to 0.5 �nch  
(5 to 12 mm) long.

Flowers.  Apr�l to June.  Large term�nal clusters to 20 �nches (50 cm) long of small, 
yellow�sh-green flowers, w�th five petals and five sepals.  Male and female flower on 
separate trees.

Fruit and seeds.  July to February.  Pers�stent clusters of w�ng-shaped fru�t w�th 
tw�sted t�ps on female trees, 1 �nch (2.5 cm) long.  S�ngle seed.  Green turn�ng to tan 
then brown.  

Ecology.  Rap�d grow�ng, form�ng th�ckets and dense stands.  Both shade and flood 
�ntolerant and allelopath�c.  Colon�zes by root sprouts and spreads by prol�fic w�nd-  
and water-d�spersed seeds.  V�able seed can be produced by 2- and 3-year-old 
plants.

resembles h�ckor�es, Carya spp., and sumacs, Rhus spp., but ne�ther has glands at 
leaflet bases.  H�ckor�es d�st�ngu�shed by a bra�ded bark, sumacs by shrub shape.

History and use.  Introduced �n 1784 from Europe, although or�g�nally from Eastern 
Ch�na.  Ornamental.




