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Lolium arundinaceum (Schreb.) S.J. Darbysh�re LOAr10
Synonyms: Festuca arundinacea Shreb., F. elatior L., meadow fescue, Kentucky 31 fescue, 
Schedonorus phoenix (Scop.) Holub

Plant.  Erect, tufted cool-season perenn�al grass 2 to 4 feet (60 to 120 cm) �n he�ght, green �n 
w�nter and spr�ng, dur�ng wh�ch �t �s the most common green bunchgrass.  Dark-green leaves 
appear�ng �n late w�nter, usually flower�ng �n spr�ng (�nfrequently �n late summer).  Sem�dormant 
dur�ng heat of summer, w�th wh�t�sh seedstalks pers�st�ng.  Growth resum�ng �n fall and con-
t�nu�ng �nto early w�nter.

Stem.  Moderately stout, unbranched, ha�rless w�th round cross sect�on and one to three  
swollen l�ght-green nodes w�dely spaced near the base.  

Leaves.  Mostly basal and a few alternate, flat and long-lanceolate, 4 to 18 �nches (10 to  
45 cm) long and 0.1 to 0.3 �nch (3 to 8 mm) w�de.  Wh�t�sh to yellow-green flared collars, w�th 
collar backs often at an angle to the stem.  Blades smooth to rough, w�th one to two leaves  
along the stem becom�ng smaller upward.  M�dve�n not apparent.  L�gule a t�ny wh�te membrane.  

Flowers.  March to June (to October).  Loosely branched term�nal pan�cles, 4 to 12 �nches  
(10 to 30 cm) long, that are erect or nodd�ng at t�ps, narrow then spread�ng �n spr�ng, and then 
narrow aga�n �n summer.  Sp�ndle-shaped clusters along branches.  Branches shorter up- 
ward, w�th four to seven flowers per branch.  Flowers green�sh wh�te and sh�ny becom�ng  
purpl�sh.  Sp�kelets ha�rless, ell�pso�d w�th a po�nted t�p.  

Seeds.  May (to November).  Husked gra�n, sp�ndle-shaped, 0.1 to 0.2 �nch (3 to 5 mm) long.  
Wh�t�sh straw-colored husks, usually t�pped w�th a short ha�r.  

Ecology.  The predom�nant cool-season bunchgrass.  Occurs as tufted clumps or small to  
extens�ve colon�es along forest marg�ns and r�ght-of-ways, and w�dely escaped to �nvade new  
forest plantat�ons, roads, open�ngs, and h�gh-elevat�on balds.  Grows on wet to dry s�tes.   
Spreads by expand�ng rootcrowns and less by seeds.  Replaces warm season grassland  
commun�t�es and pra�r�es to the detr�ment of un�que plants and b�rds.  Certa�n var�et�es  
po�sonous to l�vestock and w�ldl�fe by �nfect�ng them w�th an endophyt�c fungus.

resembles other grasses, espec�ally other fescues and ryegrasses (Lolium spp.) but d�st�n-
gu�shed by form�ng extens�ve colon�es and �nfestat�ons, grow�ng green �n late w�nter, and  
hav�ng long rounded stems w�th lower swollen nodes and wh�t�sh-flared collars at the base of 
leaves.  Ryegrasses d�st�ngu�shed by produc�ng alternate seed heads on oppos�te s�des of 
seedstalks �n spr�ng.

History and use.  Introduced from Europe �n the early to m�d-1800s.  Recogn�zed as a  
valuable forage grass �n 1930s when the ecotype Kentucky 31 was d�scovered.  Now w�dely 
d�str�buted most everywhere �n the World.  Establ�shed w�dely for turf, forage, so�l stab�l�za- 
t�on, and w�ldl�fe food plots.
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States with suspected 
infestations are  
shown in gray.
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