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Shrubby Lespedeza
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Lespedeza bicolor Turcz. LEbI2
Synonyms: b�color lespedeza, b�color, shrub bushclover

Plant.  Perenn�al much branched, legum�nous forb or ascend�ng shrub, 3 to 10 feet  
(1 to 3 m) �n he�ght w�th three-leaflet leaves, many small purple-to-wh�te pea flowers, 
and s�ngle-seeded pods from a woody rootcrown.  Dormant brown plants rema�n  
upr�ght most of the w�nter.

Stem.  Arch�ng branched, upr�ght-to-ascend�ng stems, 0.2 to 0.8 �nch (0.5 to 2 cm)  
�n d�ameter.  Often gray green.  Appressed ha�ry to ha�rless.

Leaves.  Alternate, three-leaflet leaves.  Each leaflet ell�pt�c to ovate w�th a ha�rl�ke  
t�p, 0.8 to 2 �nches (2 to 5 cm) long and 0.4 to 1.2 �nches (1 to 3 cm) w�de.  Lower 
surface l�ghter green than upper surface.  Pet�oles 0.8 to 1.6 �nches (2 to 4 cm) long.  
St�pules narrowly l�near, 0.04 to 0.3 �nch (1 to 8 mm) long.

Flowers.  June to September.  Clusters (racemes) 4 to 6 �nches (10 to 15 cm) long—
each subtended by a t�ny ovate bract—of 5 to 15 well-spaced, peal�ke flowers.  Each 
flower 0.3 to 0.4 �nch (8 to 11 mm) long, grow�ng from upper leaf ax�ls and beyond  
the upper leaves.  Petals usually rosy purple �n center and often grad�ng to l�ghter 
shades, but can vary to wh�te.  Calyx (sepals) sparsely to very ha�ry w�th lobes 0.1 to 
0.2 �nch (2.5 to 4.5 mm) long.

Fruit and seeds.  August to March.  Flat legume pod 0.2 to 0.3 �nch (6 to 8 mm) long, 
broadly ell�pt�c w�th po�nted ha�rl�ke t�p.  Green becom�ng gray and densely appressed 
ha�ry.  S�ngle black seed 0.12 to 0.16 �nch (3 to 4 mm) long.

Ecology.  Planted w�dely �n forest open�ngs for w�ldl�fe food plots and so�l stab�l�za- 
t�on to later encroach �nto adjo�n�ng stands.  Reproduces and spreads even under a 
med�um-to-dense overstory.  Spread encouraged by burn�ng.  Legum�nous n�trogen 
fixer.

History and use.  Introduced from Japan as an ornamental �n the late 1800s.  Later 
programs promoted use for w�ldl�fe food and so�l stab�l�zat�on and �mprovement.  St�ll 
planted for qua�l food plots.

Shrubby Lespedeza 6052

States with suspected 
infestations are  
shown in gray.
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