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Pueraria montana (Lour.) Merr. PUMOL
Synonyms: P. lobata (W�lld.) Ohw�, P. montana var. lobata (W�lld.) Maesen &  
S. Alme�da

Plant.  Dec�duous tw�n�ng, tra�l�ng, mat-form�ng, ropel�ke woody legum�nous v�ne,  
35 to 100 feet (10 to 30 m) long w�th three-leaflet leaves.  Large sem�woody tuberous 
roots reach�ng depths of 3 to 16 feet (1 to 5 m).  Leaves and small v�nes dy�ng w�th 
first frost and matted dead leaves pers�stent dur�ng w�nter.

Stem.  Woody v�nes to 10 �nches (25 cm) �n d�ameter, round �n cross sect�on, w�th 
�nfrequent branch�ng.  Stems yellow green w�th dense erect golden ha�rs and upward 
matted s�lver ha�rs, ag�ng to ropel�ke, l�ght gray, and ha�rless.  Frequent unswollen 
nodes that root when on the ground.  Mature bark eventually rough, r�g�d, and usually 
dark brown.  

Leaves.  Alternate, p�nnately compound three-leaflet leaves, each leaflet 3 to 7 �nches  
(8 to 18 cm) long and 2.5 to 8 �nches (6 to 20 cm) w�de.  Usually sl�ghtly lobed  
(unless �n shade): a two-lobed symmetr�c m�ddle leaflet and two one-lobed s�de leaf- 
lets, all pet�oles swollen near leaflets.  T�ps po�nted.  Marg�ns th�n membranous and 
fine golden ha�ry.  Leafstalks 6 to 12 �nches (15 to 30 cm) long, long ha�ry, base  
swollen, w�th dec�duous st�pules.

Flowers.  June to September.  Ax�llary slender clusters (racemes), 2 to 12 �nches  
(5 to 30 cm) long, of peal�ke flowers �n pa�rs (or threes) from ra�sed nodes sp�ral�ng  
up the stalk, open�ng from the base to top.  Petals lavender to w�ne colored w�th  
yellow centers.

Fruit and seeds.  September to January.  Clustered dry, flattened legume pods 
(bulg�ng above the seeds) each 1.2 to 3 �nches (3 to 8 cm) long and 0.3 to 0.5 �nch  
(8 to 12 mm) w�de.  Green r�pen�ng to tan w�th st�ff golden-brown ha�rs.  Spl�tt�ng on 
one to two s�des to release a few ovo�d seeds.

Ecology.  Occurs �n old �nfestat�ons, along r�ght-of-ways and stream banks.  Forms 
dense mats over the ground, debr�s, shrubs, and mature trees form�ng dense patches 
by tw�n�ng on objects less than 4 �nches (10 cm) �n d�ameter.  Colon�zes by v�nes  
root�ng at nodes and spreads by w�nd-, an�mal-, and water-d�spersed seeds.  Seed 
v�ab�l�ty var�able.  Legum�nous n�trogen fixer.  

History and use.  Introduced from Japan and Ch�na �n early 1900s w�th cont�nued 
seed �mportat�on.  Eros�on control, l�vestock feed, and folk art.
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States with suspected 
infestations are  
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