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Japanese Honeysuckle
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Lonicera japonica Thunb. LOJA

Plant.  Sem�evergreen to evergreen woody v�ne, h�gh cl�mb�ng and tra�l�ng to  
80 feet (24 m) long, branch�ng and often form�ng arbors �n forest canop�es and/or  
ground cover under canop�es and form�ng long woody rh�zomes that sprout frequently.

Stem.  Slender woody v�ne becom�ng stout to 2 �nches (5 cm) �n d�ameter, w�th cross 
sect�on round and oppos�te branch�ng.  Brown and ha�ry becom�ng tan barked, fis-
sured, and slough�ng w�th age.  Root�ng at low nodes.

Leaves.  Oppos�te, broadly ovate to ell�pt�c to oblong, base rounded, t�ps blunt-po�nted 
to round.  Length 1.6 to 2.6 �nches (4 to 6.5 cm) and w�dth 0.8 to 1.5 �nches (2 to  
4 cm).  Marg�ns ent�re but often lobed �n early spr�ng.  Both surfaces smooth to rough 
ha�ry, w�th undersurface appear�ng wh�t�sh.

Flowers.  Apr�l to August.  Ax�llary pa�rs, each 0.8 to 1.2 �nches (2 to 3 cm) long, on 
a bracted stalk.  Wh�te (or p�nk) and pale yellow.  Fragrant.  Th�n tubular flar�ng �nto 
five lobes �n two l�ps (upper l�p four-lobed and lower l�p s�ngle-lobed), w�th the long- 
est lobes roughly equal to the tube.  F�ve stamens and one p�st�l, all project�ng out- 
ward and becom�ng curved.  Pers�stent sepals.

Fruit and seeds.  June to March.  Nearly spher�cal, green r�pen�ng to black, glossy 
berry 0.2 �nch (5 to 6 mm) on stalks 0.4 to 1.2 �nches (1 to 3 cm) long.  Two to three 
seeds.

Ecology.  Most commonly occurr�ng �nvas�ve plant, overwhelm�ng and replac�ng nat�ve 
flora �n all forest types over a w�de range of s�tes.  Occurs as dense �nfestat�ons  
along forest marg�ns and r�ght-of-ways as well as under dense canop�es and as  
arbors h�gh �n canop�es.  Shade tolerant.  Pers�sts by large woody rootstocks and 
spreads by root�ng at v�ne nodes and an�mal-d�spersed seeds.

resembles yellow jassam�ne, Gelsemium sempervirens (L.) St. H�l., wh�ch has th�n- 
ner leaves and ha�rless stems.  Also resembles nat�ve honeysuckles, Lonicera  
spp., that usually have redd�sh ha�rless stems and ha�rless leaves and do not form 
extens�ve �nfestat�ons.

History and use.  Introduced from Japan �n the early 1800s.  Trad�t�onal ornamental, 
valued as deer browse, w�th some value for eros�on control.  St�ll planted �n w�ldl�fe 
food plots.
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States with suspected 
infestations are  
shown in gray.
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