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Chinese Lespedeza
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Lespedeza cuneata (Dum.-Cours.) G. Don LECU
Synonym: ser�cea lespedeza

Plant.  Perenn�al ascend�ng-to-upr�ght legum�nous forb, 3 to 6 feet (1 to 2 m) �n  
he�ght, w�th one-to-many leafy slender stems often branch�ng at m�dplant, three- 
leaflet leaves, and t�ny wh�t�sh flowers.  Plant ar�s�ng from a woody rootcrown.  Dormant 
brown plants rema�n�ng upr�ght dur�ng most of the w�nter.

Stems.  Often gray green w�th l�nes of ha�rs along the stem.

Leaves.  Alternate, crowded and numerous, three-leaflet leaves.  Each leaflet oblong 
to l�near w�th a ha�rl�ke t�p, 0.4 to 0.8 �nch (1 to 2 cm) long and 0.1 to 0.3 �nch (3 to  
8 mm) w�de.  Green above and dense wh�t�sh ha�ry to l�ght gray green beneath.   
Ha�ry pet�oles 0.2 to 0.6 �nch (5 to 15 mm) long, absent for upper leaves.  St�pules 
narrowly l�near.

Flowers.  July to September.  Clusters of 1 to 3 peal�ke flowers crowded �n upper leaf 
ax�ls.  Flowers wh�te w�th purple marks, 0.1 to 0.3 �nch (4 to 7 mm) long and shorter 
than leaves.  Ha�ry five-lobed calyx shorter than petals.

Fruit and seeds.  October to March.  Flat ovate to round s�ngle-seeded legume pod 
0.12 to 0.15 �nch (3 to 4 mm) w�de.  Pods clustered �n term�nal ax�ls, scattered along 
the stem, and clasped by pers�stent sepals.  Green becom�ng tan.  

Ecology.  Occurs �n new and older forest open�ngs, dry upland woodlands to mo�st 
savannas, old fields, r�ght-of-ways, and c�t�es.  Flood tolerant.  Forms dense stands 
by sprout�ng stems from rootcrowns that prevent forest regenerat�on and land access.  
Cross- and self-poll�nates.  Spreads slowly from plant�ngs by seeds that have low 
germ�nat�on, but rema�n v�able for decades.  N�trogen fixer.

resembles nat�ve lespedeza, L. virginica (L.) Br�tt., wh�ch grows �n tufted clumps  
�nstead of �nfestat�ons, has crowded clusters of p�nk-purple to v�olet flowers and  
somewhat larger leaflets 0.6 to 1.2 �nches (1.5 to 3 cm) long, and brown stems.

History and use.  Introduced from Japan �n 1899—first near Arl�ngton, VA, and soon 
afterwards �n north-central Tennessee—and escaped.  Benefited from government 
programs that promoted plant�ngs for eros�on control.  St�ll planted for qua�l food  
plots, so�l stab�l�zat�on, and graz�ng.  Plant �mprovement breed�ng programs st�ll  
underway.
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States with suspected 
infestations are  
shown in gray.
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