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Amur honeysuckle, Lonicera maackii (Rupr.) Herder LOMA6 
Morrow’s honeysuckle, L. morrowii Gray LOMO2 
tatarian honeysuckle, L. tatarica L. LOtA
Sweet-breath-of-spring, L. fragrantissima L�ndl. & Paxton LOFr 
bell’s honeysuckle, L. xbella Zabel    LObE
     (hybr�d Morrows and Tatar�an) 

Plant.  Tard�ly dec�duous, upr�ght, arch�ng-branched shrubs to small trees.  Amur to 
30 feet (9 m) �n he�ght and sp�ndly �n forests, Morrow’s to 6.5 feet (2 m) �n he�ght, 
Tatar�an and sweet-breath-of-spr�ng to 10 feet (3 m) �n he�ght, and Bell’s to 20 feet 
(6 m) �n he�ght.  Much branched and arch�ng �n open�ngs, mult�ple stemmed, dark-
green oppos�te leaves, showy wh�te to p�nk or yellow flowers, and abundant orange 
to red berr�es.

Stem.  Oppos�te branched, l�ght tan w�th bra�ded-strand appearance.  Bark often 
flak�ng.  Older branches hollow.

Leaves.  Oppos�te �n two rows, ovate to oblong w�th rounded to subcordate bases, 
1.2 to 4 �nches (3 to 10 cm) long.  Pers�stent �nto w�nter.  Marg�ns ent�re.  Amur  
taper�ng to a long slender t�p; Bell’s to a med�um taper�ng t�p; and others w�th short 
po�nted t�ps.  Morrow’s w�th wr�nkled upper surface and both Amur and Bell’s soft-
ha�ry lower surface, others w�th ha�rless leaves. Pet�oles 0.1 to 0.4 �nch (2.5 to 10 
mm) long.  

Flowers.  February to June.  Ax�llary, bracted short-stemmed clusters, each w�th one  
to several wh�te to yellow (some p�nk to red) flowers.  Petals tubular flar�ng to five  
lobes �n two l�ps (upper l�p four-lobed, lower l�p s�ngle-lobed).  F�ve extended 
stamen.  Fragrant.

Fruit and seeds.  June to February.  Abundant spher�cal, glossy berr�es pa�red �n 
leaf ax�ls, each 0.2 to 0.5 �nch (6 to 12 mm).  Green becom�ng p�nk and r�pen�ng to 
red (somet�mes yellow or orange).  Usually pers�stent �nto w�nter.  

Ecology.  Often forms dense th�ckets �n open forests, forest edges, abandoned 
f�elds, pastures, roads�des, and other open upland hab�tats.  Relat�vely shade 
tolerant.  Colon�ze by root sprouts and spread by abundant b�rd- and other an�mal-
d�spersed seeds.  Seeds long-l�ved �n the so�l.

resemble the woody v�ne, Japanese honeysuckle, L. japonica Thunb, as far as  
leaves and flowers. Also resemble the nat�ve shrub Amer�can fly honeysuckle, L. 
canadensis Bartr. ex Marsh., wh�ch has ha�ry marg�ned leaves, blue fru�t, and found 
at h�gh elevat�ons �n mounta�ns. Also resemble the nat�ve bush honeysuckles,  
Diervilla spp., wh�ch have s�m�lar leaves but term�nal flowers �n cymes and capsules 
for fru�t.

History and use.  All �ntroduced from As�a �n the 1700s and 1800s.  M�stakenly used 
as ornamentals and w�ldl�fe plants.
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States with suspected 
infestations are  
shown in gray.
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