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Winged burning bush
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Euonymus alatus (Thunb.) S�eb. EUAL8
Synonyms: wahoo, w�nged euonymus, burn�ng bush

Plant.  Dec�duous, w�ng-stemmed, bushy shrub to 12 feet (4 m) �n he�ght, mult�ple 
stemmed and much branched.  Canopy broad and leafy.  Small and obovate leaves 
green and turn�ng br�ght scarlet to purpl�sh red �n fall.  Pa�red purple fru�t �n fall.

Stem.  Four corky w�ngs or r�dges appear�ng along young l�me-green squar�sh tw�gs 
and becom�ng w�der w�th age.  Numerous oppos�te branches, w�th bases enc�rcled 
by corky r�ngs.  Larger branches and bark becom�ng l�ght gray.

Leaves.  Oppos�te, obovate, and th�n, only 1 to 2 �nches (2.5 to 5 cm) long and  
0.4 to 0.8 �nch (1 to 2 cm) w�de.  T�ps taper�ng to an acute po�nt.  Marg�ns finely 
crenate.  Both surfaces smooth and ha�rless.  Dark green w�th wh�t�sh m�dve�n above 
and l�ght green beneath turn�ng br�ght cr�mson to purpl�sh red �n fall.  Pet�oles 0.04 to 
0.16 �nches (1 to 4 mm) long.

Flowers.  Apr�l to May.  Ax�llary pa�rs of small flowers at the ends of a Y-shaped  
1-�nch (2.5-cm) stem.  Flowers �nconsp�cuous, 0.2 to 0.3 �nch (6 to 8 mm) across, 
green�sh-yellow, five-lobed, p�st�l elongat�ng as fru�t forms.

Fruit and seeds.  August to January.  Dangl�ng pa�red (or s�ngle) redd�sh capsules 
�n leaf ax�ls turn�ng purple and spl�tt�ng �n fall to reveal an orange fleshy-covered 
seed.

Ecology.  Shade tolerant.  Colon�zes by root suckers and spreads by an�mal-d�s-
persed seeds.  

resembles the larger leaved spec�es of blueberry, Vaccinium spp., but the�r leaves 
are alternate.  Possibly resembles rusty blackhaw, Viburnum rufidulum Raf., wh�ch 
also has oppos�te leaves, but d�st�ngu�shed by the�r larger s�ze and leathery texture.  
Dormant tw�gs may resemble w�nged elm, Ulmus alata M�chx., and sweetgum, Liq-
uidambar styraciflua L., wh�ch are usually two-w�nged �nstead of four-w�nged.

History and use.  Introduced from northeast As�a �n the 1860s.  W�dely planted as  
an ornamental and for h�ghway beaut�ficat�on.

Winged burning bush 2042

States with suspected 
infestations are  
shown in gray.
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