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Princesstree, Paulownia
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Paulownia tomentosa (Thunb.) S�eb. & Zucc. ex Steud. PAtO2
Synonym: empresstree

Plant.  Dec�duous tree to 60 feet (18 m) �n he�ght and 2 feet (60 cm) �n d�ameter w�th 
large heart-shaped leaves, fuzzy ha�ry on both s�des, showy pale-v�olet flowers �n 
early spr�ng before leaves, and pers�stent pecan-shaped capsules �n term�nal clus-  
ters �n summer to w�nter.  Abundant flower buds present on erect stalks over w�nter.

Stem.  Tw�gs and branches stout, glossy gray brown and speckled w�th numerous 
wh�te dots (lent�cels).  No term�nal bud.  Lateral leaf scars ra�sed, c�rcular, and becom-
�ng larger, dark, and sunken.  Bark l�ght-to-dark gray, roughened, and becom�ng 
sl�ghtly fissured.  Stem p�th chambered or hollow and wood wh�te.

Leaves.  Oppos�te, heart-shaped and fuzzy ha�ry on both surfaces, 6 to 12 �nches 
(15 to 30 cm) long and 5 to 9 �nches (13 to 23 cm) w�de.  Leaves larger on resprouts, 
16 to 20 �nches (40 to 50 cm) across, w�th extra t�ps often extend�ng at ve�n t�ps.  
Pet�oles rough ha�ry, 2 to 8 �nches (5 to 20 cm) long.

Flowers.  Apr�l to May.  Covered w�th showy erect pan�cles of pale-v�olet flowers 
before leaves �n early spr�ng, tubular w�th five unequal lobes.  Fragrant.  Flower buds 
fuzzy, l�near, and becom�ng ovo�d �n summer and pers�stent on erect stalks over 
 w�nter.  

Fruit and seeds.  June to Apr�l.  Term�nal clusters of pecan-shaped capsules 1 to  
2 �nches (2.5 to 5 cm) long and 0.6 to 1 �nch (1.5 to 2.5 cm) w�de.  Pale green �n  
summer turn�ng to tan �n w�nter and eventually black and pers�stent �nto spr�ng.  
 Capsules spl�tt�ng �n half dur�ng late w�nter to release t�ny w�nged seeds.  

Ecology.  Common around old homes, on roads�des, r�par�an areas, and forest mar-
g�ns �n �nfested areas.  Infrequently planted �n plantat�ons.  Spreads by w�nd- and 
water- d�spersed seeds.  Invades after fire, harvest�ng, and other d�sturbances.  Forms 
colon�es from root sprouts.

resembles southern catalpa, Catalpa bignonioides Walt., and northern catalpa,  
C. speciosa (Warder) Warder ex Engelm., wh�ch have leaves w�th sparsely ha�ry 
upper surfaces and rough ha�ry lower surfaces and long slender, pers�stent beans.  

History and use.  Introduced �n the early 1800s from East As�a.  Has been w�dely 
planted as an ornamental and grown �n scattered plantat�ons for speculat�ve h�gh-
value wood exports to Japan.
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States with suspected 
infestations are  
shown in gray.
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