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Japanese knotweed (Polygonum cuspidatum) is a tall perennial, herbaceous shrub 3 to 
12 feet (1 to 3.5 m) in height, freely branching in dense, often clonal infestations. 
Hollow- jointed, reddish stems like bamboo survive only one season while rhizomes 
survive decades. Alternate leaves appear in spring on new sprouts, ovate with pointed 
tips and flat bases. In late summer, sprays of tiny, white flowers emerge along stalks at 
leaf axils that yield abundant tiny winged seeds with highly variable fertility.  Dead plants 
remain during winter.  Most often occurs near rivers and streams.   
 
Recommended control procedures: 
 Thoroughly wet all leaves with one of the following herbicides in water with a 

surfactant: A glyphosate herbicide or Garlon 3A as a 2-percent solution (8 ounces per 3-
gallon mix); better results may occur from a mix of Garlon 3A as a 1-percent solution (4 
ounces per 3-gallon mix) and a glyphosate product as a 2-percent  solution (8 ounces 
per 3-gallon mix). Fall applications are most effective while seed production can be 
stopped by earlier treatments.   
 On terrestrial sites thoroughly wet all leaves with Arsenal AC* as a 0.25-percent 

solution (0.5 ounces per 3-gallon mix) or Arsenal Powerline* can be applied as a 0.5-
percent solution (2 ounces per 3-gallon mix).  
 On aquatic sites thoroughly wet all leaves with Habitat as a 1-percent solution (4 

ounces per 3-gallon mix) at flower plume stage.   
 For stems too tall for foliar sprays, cut large stems and immediately treat the stumps 

with one of the following herbicides: a glyphosate herbicide or Garlon 3A at a 25% 
solution (32 ounces per 1-gallon mix).  A subsequent foliar application of glyphosate 
may be required to control new seedlings and resprouts.  
 
 
* Nontarget plants may be killed or injured by root uptake  
 


