
Common Name: Tansy ragwort, 
Common ragwort, Staggerwort. 
 
Scientific Name: Senecio jacobaea L. 
Family: Sunflower family (Asteraceae) 
 
Similar Species: common tansy 
(Tanacetum vulgare) has disc florets 
only. 
 
Related Species: Hulten (1968) lists 19 
species of the genus Senecio in Alaska, 
most of them native, with the exception 
of common groundsel (S. vulgaris) and 
desert ragwort (S. eremophilus). 
 
Description: One to several stems 1-4 
feet tall arise from a taproot.  Leaves 
deeply cut.  Basal leaves stalked 2-8 in 
long.  Leaves become smaller and 
petioles become shorter moving up the 
stem.  Flower heads borne in terminal 
clusters, heads consist of both ray and 
disc florets.  Ray and disc florets 
yellow, ray florets number 10-13, ¼ to ½ 
inch long. 
 
Life History: Biennial or short-lived 
perennial. Forms a low-growing rosette 
in the first year. One plant may produce 
150,000 seeds.  Reproduces by seed or 
regrowth from the root crown. Seeds 
dispersed by wind, water, and animals. 
 
Where Found: Ketchikan, Juneau. 
 
Habitat: Rangelands, pastures, and 
forest clearings.  Waste places and 
roadsides. 
 
Impacts: Widespread in CA, OR, WA 
and BC, infesting millions of acres of 
range and pasture land.  Tansy ragwort is 
poisonous to livestock.  In the 1970s it 
was estimated that Oregon lost 4 million 

dollars a year to livestock poisoning by 
tansy ragwort.  
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Fun Facts: Seed banks can remain 
viable for over 20 years. Ingestion of this 
plant causes cattle to stagger hence the 
common name “staggerwort”   
 
Control Options: Hand pull before seed 
set.  Treat large infestations with 
herbicide.  Seed disturbed areas with 
perennial grasses to prevent 
reestablishment. Several insects are 
being used as biocontrol agents for this 
plant in very large infestations in the 
Lower 48 and Canada that are too large 
to control with herbicides.   
 
  
Herbicide Options: Spring or autumn 
application of 2,4-D to manage young 
seedlings and rosettes.  Dicamba, alone 
or in combination with 2,4-D is effective 
for adult plants.  Use dicamba cautiously 
as it is active in the soil and can be 
absorbed by the roots of desirable 
vegetation. 
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Tansy Ragwort in a logged area in the Cascade Range Photo: Tom Barbouletos, USDA FS 
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