
Common Name: Prickly lettuce, wild 
lettuce. 
 
Scientific Name: Lactuca serriola L. 
Family: Sunflower family (Asteraceae) 
 
Related Species:  Wall lettuce (Mycelis 
muralis (L.) Dumort.) 
 
Similar Species:  Resembles two native 
wild lettuce species, including blue 
lettuce (L. tatarica (L.) C.A. Mey) and 
tall blue lettuce (L. biennis (Moench) 
Fern.), and other dandelion tribe 
members, including sowthistles 
(Sonchus spp.)  Blue lettuce is on the 
State Noxious Weeds list. 
 
Photo:Lactuca Serriola, NRCS PLANTS database 

 
Description:  Pappus of simple bristles 
only.  Stem leaves lack a clasping base. 
Heads few to several.  Achenes beaked.  
Plants 2-4 feet tall from a large taproot.  
Stems branch only in the flowering 
portion, with numerous yellow flower 
heads.  Prickles cover the leaf teeth, the 
back side of the midvein and the lower 
half of the stem.  Leaves are twisted at 
the base to lie in a vertical plane, 

clasping the stem with two ear-like 
lobes. 
 
Blue lettuce and tall blue lettuce have 
bluish to white flowers.  Consult Pojar 
and MacKinnon’s Plants of the Pacific 
Northwest Coast (1994) or Hulten’s 
Flora of Alaska (1968) for a more 
complete description of this group. 
 
Life History: Biennial. Reproduces by 
seed only. 
 
Where Found: Prickly lettuce not yet 
reported in AK.  Pojar and MacKinnon 
(1994) reports the closely related wall 
lettuce Mycelis muralis (L.) Dumort in 
Juneau.  Prickly lettuce is most 
commonly a weed of nurseries, orchards, 
roadsides, and agronomic crops and is 
found throughout most of the United 
States. 
Photo:Lactuca Serriola, NRCS PLANTS database 

 
 
 
Habitat: Common in cropland, 
roadsides and waste places in much of 
the US and BC.   
 
Impacts: Invades croplands.  Cattle 
feeding exclusively on fresh, young 
prickly lettuce plants have been reported 
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to develop pulmonary emphysema, but 
mature plants and dried younger plants 
appear to be non-toxic. Has been 
declared a noxious weed in Manitoba, 
but not in any other province. 
 
Fun Fact: Cultivated lettuce is another 
member of this genus.   
 
Control Options: Dig up isolated 
individuals if identified correctly.   
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