
Common Name: Oxeye daisy 
 
Scientific Name: Leucanthemum 
vulgare Lam. 
Family: Sunflower family (Asteraceae) 
 
Similar/Related Species: Arctic daisy, 
Dendranthema arcticum (L.) Tzvelev 
ssp. arcticum.  Found among rocks along 
the seashore from southeast Alaska 
through the Aleutian chain to western 
Alaska.  Arctic daisy has wedge-shaped 
leaves, while oxeye daisy leaves are 
spoon shaped.  See Hulten (1968) or 
Pojar and MacKinnon (1994) for a more 
complete description.   
 
Shasta daisy (Chrysanthemum maximum 
L.) is a commonly cultivated garden 
flower which can only be distinguished 
from oxeye daisy by microscopic 
characteristics. 
 
Description: Heads solitary at the ends 
of branches consisting of ray and disc 
florets. Ray florets white 0.5 to 1 inch 
long.  Discs yellow 0.5-1 inch across.  
Achenes lack a pappus.  Leaves spoon-
shaped, hairless to sparsely hairy, 
alternate along the stem, becoming 
progressively smaller towards the top. 
Upper leaves toothed, lacking a petiole. 
 
Life History: Short-lived perennial.  
Spreads vegetatively by rhizomes or 
from seeds. 
 
Where Found: Populated areas 
throughout southeast Alaska.  Common 
on roadsides and landscaped areas.   
 

Impacts: Seemingly an innocuous 
wildflower, the oxeye daisy is invasive 
in natural habitats in many locations 
around Alaska.  Often included in 

wildflower seed mixes, oxeye daisy is 
widely planted and easily escapes 
cultivation. It is an invasive exotic that 
can outcompete and displace native 
species.  It is difficult to control or 
eradicate because of its large seedbank, 
long viability of seed, and ability to 
resprout if not completely removed.  

Habitat: Fields, waste places, and 
roadsides. 

 
Fun Facts: Taxonomists have placed 
this species in the genus Leucanthemum 
and Chrysanthemum at different times. 
Most ox-eye daisy seeds remain viable 
for twenty years in the soil, and can 
remain viable after passing through 
digestive tracts of animals 
 
Control Options: Hand pull or dig 
before seed production.  Use care to 
remove the woody rhizomes.  Root 
systems tend to be shallow.   
 
Herbicide Options: 2,4-D, and 
Glyphosate. 
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