
Common Name: Japanese knotweed, 
japanese bamboo, mexican bamboo. 
 
Scientific Name: Polygonum 
cuspidatum Sieb & Zucc. 
 
Related Species: Giant knotweed 
Polygonum sachalinense F. Schmidt ex 
Maxim  (Fallopia japonica) 
Family: Buckwheat family 
(Polygonaceae) 
 
Description: Forms extremely dense 
stands that can shade out all competing 
vegetation.  Stems to ten feet tall, 
hollow, bamboo-like with thickened 
nodes where the leaf stalks meet the 
stem. Nodes surrounded by thin papery 
sheaths.  Stems angled slightly at each 
node.  Leaves broadly oval, satiny-
textured, to six inches long with short 
petioles.  Branched sprays of small white 
to greenish-white flowers in late 
summer.  Giant knotweed is similar in 
appearance but has much larger leaves 
and stems.  
 
Life History: Herbaceous perennial.  
Dies back, turning bright yellow before 
dropping leaves in the fall.  
Underground rhizomes overwinter.  
Reproduces from spread of rhizomes or 
broken-off pieces of stem.  Plants are 
dioecious, having male and female 
plants.  Knotweed does not reproduce by 
seed in our range due to the absence of 
male plants to pollinate the females.  
However, male plants of giant knotweed 
have been found in Oregon and 
Washington and could potenially be in 
Alaska.  These plants are known to 
hybridize with the more common 
japanese knotweed and produce fertile 
offspring. 
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Where Found: Most communities in 
southeast Alaska, except Hoonah. 
 
Habitat: An escaped ornamental often 
found in waste places, neglected 
gardens, roadsides, and along 
streambanks.  As the name indicates, 
Japanese knotweed is a native of Japan 
that has become established in much of 
North America, where it is found from 
Newfoundland and many parts of the 
northeastern US, west to California, and 
the Pacific Northwest. 
 
Impacts: Aggressive invader of riparian 
plant communities.  In Oregon and 
Washington, Japanese knotweed has 
spread downriver from communities and 
completely taken over riverbanks and 
streambeds.  If spread occurs in riparian 
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zones, negative impact on reproduction of salmon and other 
aquatic species is deemed highly 
likely.  In southeast Alaska, knotweed 
has been observed to spread rapidly 
through the understory of alder, choking 
out the growth of native plants in older 
landslide-disturbed areas.   Knotweed 
has caused expensive damage by 
cracking paved parking lots. 
 
Fun Facts: Japanese knotweed requires 
human intervention or transport by water 
for its spread beyond a particular clump.  
Knotweed is a rapid colonizer of bare 
soil and has been used to stabilize soil on 
steep slopes.  Knotweed has been spread 
around many of our communities by 
dumping soil and possibly cut brush 
along roadsides.  Single plants may 
cover several acres.  One clump along 
the beachfront south of Juneau is about 
¼ mile long.  Japanese knotweed grows, 
in its native range, high on the slopes of 
Mt. Fuji.  Reasearch at Leister 

University in the UK has shown that all 
knotweed plants in Europe, North 
America and the UK are descended from 
a single female plant.   
 
Control Options: Repeated cutting of 
knotweed is not effective at curbing its 
growth.  Pulling knotweed can be 
difficult due to the extensive growth of 
its roots and rhizomes.   
 
Herbicide Options:  Spray glyphosate 
on foliage of actively growing plants late 
in the summer.  Application with a wick 
applicator such as a paintbrush or roller 
can minimize damage to desirable 
vegetation.  Stem injection devices are 
being marketed. Thesemay be preferable 
to people who are averse to spray 
application, but is much more time 
consuming, as each stem must be treated 
separately.  
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