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Introduction
The genus Verbascum contains 
approximately 300 species worldwide 
primarily in the temperate regions of 
Asia and Europe. Five species and one 
subspecies are recorded from China, 
primarily in Xinjiang, northwestern 
China[71, 216].

Taxonomy
 Order: Tubiflorae
 Suborder: Solanieae
 Family: Scrophulariaceae
 Genus: Verbascum L.
 Species: Verbascum thapsus L.

Description
Verbascum thapsus is a biennial 
herbaceous plant up to 1.5 m in height, 
with densely light grayish yellow 
stellate hairs. The basal leaves and 
those in the lower part of the stem are 
oblancelate oblong, 15 cm long and 6 
cm wide, and narrowly petiole-like 
at base, with crenate margins. The 
leaves in the upper part of stem are 
gradually decreasing in size upward 
into oblong and ovoid oblong in shape, 
with base decurrent into narrow wings. 
The inflorescences are panicles in 
arrangement of cylindrical shape, 30 

cm in length and 2 cm in diameter, 
but expanded when in fruit. The dense 
flowers occur in clusters (at least in 
the lower part of the florescence) on 
the very short pedicel. Calyx is 7 mm 
long, and lancelately lobed. Corolla is 
yellow and 1-2 cm in diameter. Filaments 
of posterior 3 out of 5 stamens are 
pubescent, whereas the 2 anterior ones 
are glabrous. The anthers are divergent 
at base of the lobes. Flowers appear in 
June through August, and followed in 
July through October by fruits, which 
are ovate capsules equal to persistent 
calyx in length[11].

Habitat
Verbascum thapsus occurs on grassy 
slopes, and grasslands near rivers banks 
at elevations of 700-3200 m[54, 216].

Distribution
Verbascum thapsus occurs in the western 
provinces of Sichuan, Tibet, Xinjiang, and 
Yunnan[71, 216]; the Jigongshan Mountains 
on the borders of Henan and Hubei[29, 

54], two provinces of central China; and 

Jiangsu and Zhejiang provinces of eastern 
China where it is suspected to have 
escaped cultivation[88, 214]. Cultivation 
of Verbascum thapsus is also reported 
from Anhui, Hebei, Heilongjiang, and 
Liaoning provinces[18, 37, 105, 222].

Economic Importance
Verbascum thapsus is cultivated as an 
ornamental. In addition, the plant contains 
a volatile essential oil and viscous 
materials used as a lubricant[37, 88].

Related Species
Another Verbascum species that 
occurs in Xinjiang is V. chinense (L.) 
Santapau, previously recorded as V. 
coromandelianum (Vahl) O. Kuntze in 
many floras. It occurs in sandy areas 
along rivers at elevations of 120-1300 
m, in Guangxi, Sichuan, and Yunnan 
provinces[216].

Natural Enemies of Verbascum
Only one arthropod is listed as an 
associate of members of the genus 
Verbascum. 

Verbascum thapsus
Common mullein

Species of Verbascum in China
Scientific Name Scientific Name
V. blattaria L. V. phoeniceum L.
V. chaixii Vill. subsp. orientale Hayek V. songoricum Schrenk
V. chinense (L.) Santapau* V. thapsus L.

* Recorded as V. coromandelianum (Vahl) O. Kuntze in FRPS

Arthropods
Order Family Species H. R. Ref

Hemiptera Miridae Campylomma verbasci (Meyer-Duer) po [93]




