
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Kudzu, Oriental 

bittersweet, and other 
invasive vines can 
destroy trees and 

shrubs on public lands 
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Invasive Plant Facts 
for Public Officials 

Invasive Plants 
are a Threat to: 
• Human health 
• Public 

parklands 
• Groundwater 
•  Bays and 

estuaries 
•  Native plants 
• Wildlife 
• Woodlands 

and wetlands 
•  Lakes and 

rivers 
•  Farmland 

 

Invasive plants are 
wreaking havoc in our 
public parks, nature 
preserves, and farmland.  
Public officials can play a 
critical role in stopping 
their spread. 

Some plants do not stay 
where we put them.  A few 
non-native species, such 
as purple loosestrife, 
escape into natural areas 
where they displace native 
species.  Their seeds and 
pollen are carried to 

What Every Public Official Needs to Know 
About Invasive Plants  
 

Understanding the Problem 
Invasive plants pose a 
long-term threat to 
biodiversity, ecosystem 
stability, and the balance 
of nature on which all 
species depend. 

Invasive plants spread 
into natural areas where 
they crowd-out native 
plants and the wildlife that 
depend on them.  These 
weeds disrupt 
fundamental ecosystem 
patterns and processes, 
such as hydrology, natural 
succession, and soil 
erosion.  Every ecosystem 
on Long Island is 
threatened by this 
biological wildfire.      

  

neighboring lands and 
waters by wind, water, 
and wildlife.  New 
populations become 
established that proliferate 
and damage the 
environment. 

Next to habitat destruction 
from inappropriate 
development, the greatest 
threat to native species 
and ecosystems on Long 
Island and in New York 
State comes from invasive 
species. 

Thousands of plant 
species have been 
brought to North America 
in the past three centuries. 
Most are well-behaved, 
rarely invading natural 
areas.  A few, however, 
have no natural controls, 
and are able to out-
compete with our native 
plants, even deep in 
forests and wetlands. 
Variously called weeds, 
alien, introduced, or 
exotic, these non-native 
plants are highly invasive. 

  

Invasive plants damage 
trees and other valuable 
plants on public lands.  
They interfere with 
outdoor recreation by 
crowding out the diverse 
blend of plants and wildlife 
that people come to see 
and enjoy.  On farmland, 
weeds reduce crop yields 
and interfere with harvest 
operations.  In our bays 
and estuaries, invasive 
weeds damage critical 
habitat for shellfish and 
finfish.  Along public roads 
and highways, invasive 
trees and vines restrict 
visibility and create 
dangerous roadside 
hazards.   

Groundwater is 
threatened by the overuse 
of pesticides to treat 
widespread populations of 
weeds and other pests, 
rather than to selectively 
treat new invaders before 
they spread and become 
firmly established. 

By reducing biological 
diversity, posing public 
health risks, and 
burdening agriculture, 
tourism, fisheries, and 
outdoor recreation 
industries, invasive plants 
are inflicting serious 
economic and ecological 
damage on Long Island. 
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 INVADERS ALTERNATIVES 
TREES Norway maple, black locust, tree of 

heaven (Ailanthus), paper mulberry, 
white mulberry 

Oaks, red maple, American beech, pitch 
pine, sweet gum, black gum, white ash, 
redbud, serviceberry, dogwood                                      

VINES Oriental (Asiatic) bittersweet, 
Japanese honeysuckle, porcelain-
berry, periwinkle, exotic wisterias 

Virginia creeper, virgin’s bower, trumpet 
creeper, trumpet honeysuckle, crossvine, 
American honeysuckle 

SHRUBS Japanese barberry, buckthorn, 
autumn & Russian olive, non-native 
bush honeysuckles, winged burning 
bush, Japanese knotweed 

Bayberry, juneberry, blueberry, hawthorne, 
nannyberry, winterberry, sweet pepperbush, 
spicebush, silky dogwood, mapleleaf 
viburnum, red or black chokeberry, inkberry 

PERENNIALS Purple loosestrife, Chinese silver 
grass (miscanthus), common reed 
(phragmites)                

Bee balm, blazing star, cardinal flower, blue 
flag, obedient plant, Joe Pye weed, ironweed, 
blue vervain, native grasses 

 Require risk assessment for government-led or financed plant introductions to 
ensure that no new harmful plant species are introduced, intentionally or 
unintentionally. 

 Coordinate and facilitate collaboration in databases, early warning systems, 
monitoring, and other means of preventing invasive plant species problems. 

 Lead and fund (subject to budgetary considerations) the development of 
environmentally sound methods to control harmful invasive plant species, seek 
control of such species on public lands, and promote their control on adjacent 
private lands.  

 Develop and promote the use of non-invasive plant species within all government 
units and to the public. 

 Facilitate, lead, coordinate, and evaluate public outreach and education on harmful 
invasive plant species.  

 Encourage employees and management to participate in ongoing training 
programs on invasive plant species. 

 Foster international cooperation to minimize the risk of the import and export of 
potentially invasive plant species. 

 Develop partnerships and incentive programs to lessen the impact of invasive 
plant species and provide non-invasive restoration materials.  

 Provide a forum for regular evaluation of the effectiveness of these voluntary 
codes of conduct towards preventing the invasive plant species problem.  

 Enforce invasive plant species legislation at all levels. 

 

Voluntary Codes of Conduct for Government 
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250 Lawrence Hill Road 

Cold Spring Harbor, NY 11724 

PHONE: 631- 367-3225 ext. 125 

E-MAIL: bjacobs@tnc.org 

WEB: nature.org 

CORNELL COOPERATIVE 
EXTENSION 
631-727-7850 

 
Website of 

INVASIVE PLANT COUNCIL 
OF NEW YORK STATE 

www.ipcnys.org

 
 

INVASIVE PLANT WEBSITES 
www.invasivespecies.gov 

tncweeds.ucdavis.edu/index.html 

  

  

  

In 2001, representatives of the American Nursery and Landscape 
Association, American Society of Landscape Architects, American 
Association of Botanical Gardens and Arboreta, The Nature Conservancy, 
and Garden Club of America developed draft codes of conduct for public 
officials to help slow the spread of invasive plants.  

Alternatives to Invasive Plants 

 

Giant hogweed, native to Asia, 
grows 15 feet tall and produces 
sap that can cause severe skin 

irritation and blindness. 
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