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Invasive Plant Facts for 
Gardeners and Homeowners 

Invasive Plants 
are a Threat to: 
• Human health 
• Public 

parklands 
• Groundwater 
•  Bays and 

estuaries 
•  Native plants 
• Wildlife 
• Woodlands 

and wetlands 
•  Lakes and 

rivers 
•  Farmland 

Long Island’s rarest 
native flower, the 

sandplain gerardia 
(above), is being 

crowded out by invasive 
plants 

 

Invasive plants are 
wreaking havoc in our 
public parks, nature 
preserves, and farmland.  
Gardeners can play a 
critical role in stopping 
their spread.  

About half of the invasive 
plant species on Long 
Island have escaped from 
our yards and gardens.  

Some plants do not stay 
where we put them.  A few 
species, such as purple 
loosestrife, escape into 

What Every Gardener and Homeowner 
Needs to Know About Invasive Plants  
 

Understanding the Problem 
Invasive plants pose a 
long-term threat to 
biodiversity, ecosystem 
stability, and the balance 
of nature on which all 
species depend. 

Invasive plants spread 
into natural areas where 
they crowd-out native 
plants and the wildlife that 
depend on them. These 
weeds disrupt ecosystem 
patterns and processes, 
such as hydrology, natural 
succession, and soil 
erosion.  Every ecosystem 
on Long Island is 
threatened by this 
biological wildfire.      

  

natural areas where they 
displace native species.  
Their seeds and pollen 
are carried to neighboring 
lands and waters by wind, 
water, and wildlife.  New 
populations become 
established that proliferate 
and damage the 
environment. 

Next to habitat destruction 
from inappropriate 
development, the greatest 
threat to our native plants 
and wildlife comes from 
invasive species.  

Thousands of plant 
species have been 
brought to North America 
in the past three centuries. 
Most are well-behaved, 
rarely invading natural 
areas. A few, however, 
have no natural controls, 
and are able to out-
compete with our native 
plants, even deep in 
forests and wetlands. 
Variously called weeds, 
introduced, or exotic, 
these non-native plants 
are highly invasive. 

  

Invasive plants damage 
trees and shrubs in our 
yards and parklands.  
They interfere with 
outdoor recreation by 
crowding out the diverse 
blend of plants and wildlife 
that people come to see 
and enjoy. On farmland, 
weeds reduce crop yields 
and interfere with harvest 
operations.  In our bays 
and estuaries, invasive 
weeds damage habitat for 
shellfish and finfish.  
Along public roads and 
highways, invasive trees 
and vines restrict visibility 
and create dangerous 
roadside hazards.  

Groundwater is 
threatened by the overuse 
of pesticides to treat 
widespread populations of 
weeds and other pests, 
rather than to selectively 
treat new invaders before 
they spread and become 
firmly established. 

By reducing biological 
diversity, posing public 
health risks, and 
burdening agriculture, 
tourism, fisheries, and 
outdoor recreation 
industries, invasive plants 
are inflicting serious 
economic and ecological 
damage on Long Island. 
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 INVADERS ALTERNATIVES 
TREES Norway maple, black locust, tree of 

heaven (Ailanthus), paper mulberry, 
white mulberry 

Oaks, red maple, American beech, pitch 
pine, sweet gum, black gum, white ash, 
redbud, serviceberry                                         

VINES Oriental (Asiatic) bittersweet, 
Japanese honeysuckle, porcelain-
berry, periwinkle, exotic wisterias 

Virginia creeper, virgin’s bower, trumpet 
creeper, trumpet honeysuckle, crossvine, 
American honeysuckle 

SHRUBS Japanese barberry, buckthorn, 
autumn & Russian olive, non-native 
bush honeysuckles, winged burning 
bush, Japanese knotweed 

Bayberry, juneberry, blueberry, hawthorne, 
nannyberry, winterberry, sweet pepperbush, 
spicebush, silky dogwood, mapleleaf 
viburnum, red or black chokeberry, inkberry 

PERENNIALS Purple loosestrife, Chinese silver 
grass (miscanthus), common reed 
(phragmites)                

Bee balm, blazing star, cardinal flower, blue 
flag, obedient plant, Joe Pye weed, ironweed, 
blue vervain, native grasses 

 
Kudzu, mile-a-minute, 

and other invasive vines 
threaten native plants 

on Long Island 

1. Ask for only non-
invasive species 
when you acquire 
plants. Request that 
nurseries and garden 
centers sell only non-
invasive plants.  

2. Seek information on 
invasive plants. 
Sources include 
botanical gardens, 
horticulturists, 
conservationists, and 
government 
agencies. 

3. Remove invasive 
plants from your land. 

Ten Easy Ways to Combat Invasive Plants 

Report the Invaders Listed Below to the Weed Hotline at 631-367-3384 ext. 108 
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Care of 

  
250 Lawrence Hill Road 

Cold Spring Harbor, NY 11724 

PHONE: (631) 367-3225 ext. 125 

E-MAIL: bjacobs@tnc.org 

WEB: nature.org 

CORNELL COOPERATIVE 
EXTENSION 
631-727-7850 

 
Website of 

INVASIVE PLANT COUNCIL 
OF NEW YORK STATE 

www.ipcnys.org

 
 

INVASIVE PLANT WEBSITES 

www.invasivespecies.gov 
tncweeds.ucdavis.edu/index.html 

  

If plants can’t be 
removed, at least 
prevent them from 
going to seed. 

4. Over-fertilizing 
encourages weeds. 

5. Don't release aquarium 
plants into the wild.   

6. Volunteer to assist 
ongoing efforts to 
diminish the threat of 
invasive plants. 
Contact the Weed 
Watchers Education 
and Volunteer 
Program at 631-367-
3225.  

7. Help educate your 
community through 
personal contacts and 
in such settings as 
garden clubs and civic 
groups.  

8. Invite speakers to 
speak to garden clubs, 
master gardeners, 
schools, and other 
community groups.  

9. Support public policies 
and programs to 
control invasive plants. 

10. Report high-priority 
invasive plants you 
observe in your area. 
(See table at bottom.) 

  

  

You can help stop the spread of invasive plants by following these ten easy 
guidelines: 

Alternatives to Invasive Plants 

Upland or Wetland Invasive Plants Narrowleaf bittercress (Cardamine impatiens) 
Black swallow-wort (Cynanchum louiseae) Tall pepperweed (Lepidium latifolium) 
Kudzu (Pueria montana var. lobata)  
Mile-a-minute vine (Polygonum perfoliatum) Aquatic Invasive Plants (Ponds and Streams) 
Purple loosestrife  (Lythrum salicaria) Eurasian water milfoil (Myriophyllum spicatum L.) 
Cottonweed (Froelichia gracilis) European frog-bit (Hydrocharis morsus-ranae) 
Chinese lobelia (Lobelia chinensis) Hydrilla (Hydrilla verticillata)  
Chinese yam (Dioscorea oppositifolia) Egeria densa  (Brazilian water weed) 
Giant hogweed (Heracleum mantegazzianum) Water chestnut (Trapa natans) 
Japanese hops  (Humulus japonicus) Mudmat (Glossostigma diandrum) 
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