
Weed Management Prioritization Exercise

Land managers are often confronted by a wide variety of invasive plant species and
numerous complex weed management situations. Furthermore, there are always more weed
management problems than available resources. To ensure that one�s efforts are well focused and
cost-effective, it is important to prioritize specific weed species and infestations according to
their magnitude and threat they pose to uninfested lands and desirable natural resources. This
exercise helps to explore the thought process involved in directing resources towards some weed
management problems that can be resolved quickly while minimizing the destructive potential of
other problems.

Because land management goals will differ among individuals and their properties,
landowners/managers often may set different priorities for similar situations. For this exercise,
assume that your top priorities as the land manager for Boulder County are to protect both
biodiversity and agricultural productivity and to work within the framework of a coordinated
effort with neighboring jurisdictions and the State. With what you have learned so far, assign a
priority (1 = most urgent/10 = least urgent) to each of the following noxious weed situations.
Also, assign a management objective to each (E � eradicate; C � contain; S � suppress):

Urgncy Mngmnt

____ ____ 5 acre, scattered population of Dalmatian toadflax

____ ____ Habitat for federally protected orchid, Spiranthes diluvialis

____ ____ Small spotted knapweed patch

____ ____ Winter wheat field heavily infested by Canada thistle

____ ____ Mediterranean sage lightly scattered within two quadrangles

____ ____ Northern extent of diffuse knapweed infestation on Front Range

____ ____ 1 acre yellow starthistle infestation near Flatirons Mall

____ ____ Two thousand acre Russian knapweed infestation

____ ____ Big purple loosestrife patch at Coot Lake

____ ____ Newly seeded landscape with scattered field bindweed

Based upon an exercise first developed by Cindy Lair, Boulder County Parks & Open Space


