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September 1, 2006

TO: All Interested Parties

FROM: The Nature Conservancy & University of Central Florida

RE: Invasive Species Alert 
Recurrence of Mytella charruana in Florida waters

This alert is to inform you about the recurrence of Mytella charruana on the east central coast of
Florida.  The attached fact sheet was developed jointly by The Nature Conservancy and the
University of Central Florida as part of a partnership research project to investigate the extent of M.
charruana in the Indian River Lagoon system. Our goal is to alert professionals working in the east
coast marine systems on the recurrence of this species.  Secondarily, this communication could
serve to initiate a process to share confirmed sightings and effective control/eradication methods. 

The fact sheet provides information on the indigenous range of the species, where it has been
found in Florida and what actions are being taken to learn more about this species. Since its
discovery in the Mosquito Lagoon (a sub basin of the Indian River Lagoon system) in 2004, Dr.
Walters and her students have been researching this species to understand its distribution and
biological parameters in the Indian River Lagoon (IRL). The Nature Conservancy's (Conservancy)
IRL Program is also very interested in learning more about this invasive species.  Creating early
detection and alert system(s) for invasive species is one strategy that can help prevent widespread
invasions.  The Conservancy is collaborating with Dr. Walters and Dr. Eric Hoffman from the
University of Central Florida, by providing funding to further investigate M. charruana in the IRL.
The project's goals are to:
1. better understand the distribution of this species along the entire length of the IRL;
2. understand the genetic diversity of M. charruana in the IRL and compare it to the genetic

diversity of populations of M. charruana from its native range in Central/South America; 
3. develop and distribute a fact sheet on Mytella charruana to raise awareness of this new invader

(attached);
4. use all the data collected to develop an action plan that describes what should be done in

response to the invasion of Mytella charruana in the IRL.

In addition to our research in the IRL, we are interested to know where else this species is
occurring in the US and information on its biological parameters outside of its indigenous range.
For instance, we recently learned that it has been identified in Georgia waters.  If M. charruana has
been verified in your region or you would like to learn more about the findings of the UCF-Nature
Conservancy research project or receive the Mytella Fact Sheet as a pdf file please contact Dr.
Linda Walters at ljwalter@pegasus.cc.ucf.edu, Dr. Eric Hoffman at eahoffma@mail.ucf.edu or
Anne Birch at abirch@tnc.org.  


